
 
What is a Stryker? 
 
     The Stryker is the Stryker Brigade Combat 
Team’s primary combat and combat support 
platform and the focal point of this ongoing 
phase of Army Transformation.  Significantly 
lighter and more transportable than existing 
tanks and armored vehicles, the Stryker fulfills 
an immediate requirement to provide 
Combatant Commanders with a strategically 
deployable (C-17/C-5) and operationally 
deployable (C-130) brigade capable of 
rapid movement anywhere on the globe 
in a combat ready configuration. 
    

     The Stryker interim armored vehicle 
(IAV) is a 19-ton, eight-wheeled armored 
vehicle that provides the Army a family 
of ten different vehicles on a common 
chassis. The Stryker comprises two 
variants - the Infantry Carrier Vehicle 
(ICV) and the Mobile Gun System 
(MGS). The ICV has eight additional 
configurations: Mortar Carrier (MC), 
Reconnaissance Vehicle (RV), 
Commanders Vehicle (CV), Fire 
Support Vehicle (FSV), Medical 
Evacuation Vehicle (MEV), Engineer Squad 
Vehicle (ESV), Anti-tank Guided Missile 
Vehicle (ATGM), and NBC Reconnaissance 
Vehicle (NBCRV).  
    

     A total of 2,112 Strykers will be fielded to 
the six SBCTs and training base.  Eight 
configurations are in production now, the first 
systems having been delivered to the Army 
from General Dynamics Land Systems in 
February 2002. The MGS and NBCRV are in 
development and will be delivered beginning in 
2004.   
    

     Stryker vehicles have robust armor 
protection, can sustain speeds of 60 miles-per-
hour, have parts commonality and self-
recovery abilities and also have a central tire 
inflation system. The Infantry Carrier Vehicle 
carries a nine-man infantry squad and a crew 
of two and has a Remote Weapon Station with 
an M2 .50 caliber machine gun or MK-19, 

40mm grenade launcher.  Additionally, and just 
as important, the Stryker family of vehicles 
stresses performance and commonality that 
reduces the logistics footprint and minimize 
sustainment costs.  The same engine used in 
the Family of Medium Tactical Vehicles 
(FMTV) powers the Stryker.  The Stryker can 
reach speeds in excess of 60 mph with a 
range exceeding 300 miles on 53 gallons of 
fuel. 

    

     The Stryker is designed to enable the 
SBCT to maneuver more easily in close and 
urban terrain, while providing protection in 
open terrain.  Performance highlights include 
C-130 transportability; internetted C4ISR 
capability; integral all around armor protection 
from 14.5mm projectiles and 152mm artillery 
airburst protection (upgradeable to Rocket 
Propelled Grenade (RPG) protection with add-
on armor); self-deployment and self-recovery 
capability; reduced vehicle acoustic signature; 
ability to carry a nine-man infantry or engineer 
squad; and bunker and wall breaching 
capability.  These performance highlights 
provide a force that will move rapidly as a 
cohesive combined arms combat team, a 
capability not currently in the Army inventory.  
These attributes make the Stryker the Army’s 
first true system-of-systems and enable the 
SBCT’s unique organic combined arms 
capability. 

 

A Stryker Infantry Carrier Vehicle maneuvers across the hills of 
Fort Lewis’ Yakima Training Center in Central Washington State


